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Portsmouth/Piketon Residents for Environmental Safety and Security (PRESS)  |  Savannah River Site Watch  |  Citizen Action New Mexico 

July 14, 2021

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm 
Secretary of Energy
U.S. Department of Energy  
1000 Independence Ave, SW
Washington, DC 20585   via electronic mail to The.Secretary@hq.doe.gov 

Dear Secretary Granholm,

Ike White doesn’t care about the environmental justice communities living near America’s nuclear waste sites.

If nominated and confirmed as Assistant Secretary for the Department of Energy’s Environmental Management, William “Ike” 
White would have the responsibility of cleaning up 107 sites across the country where environmental justice communities are 
already being harmed by nuclear waste and inadequate cleanups that have been done, or left undone.

We know that with the right person in Environmental Management it would make all the difference for the hundreds of  
thousands of Americans who are at increased risks of cancer and other life-threatening health effects due to the radioactive 
contamination near their homes.

If confirmed, White would stymie any hope Environmental Justice communities have for meaningful cleanups during President 
Biden’s time in office. Environmental Justice communities are staunchly opposed to Ike White and instead want a strong cleanup 
advocate who has experience working closely with EJ groups and impacted communities.

We need someone with a real commitment to cleaning up the Department of Energy’s radioactive and toxic legacy. 

In Solidarity,

Melissa Bumstead, Founder
Parents Against the Santa Susana Field Lab 
Los Angeles, California

Tom Carpenter, Executive Director
Hanford Challenge
Seattle, Washington 

Timothy Judson, Executive Director
Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS)
Takoma Park, Maryland

Denise Duffield, Associate Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility- Los Angeles
Los Angeles, California

Joni Arends, Executive Director
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Ann Suellentrop M.S. R.N., Program Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Kansas City
Kansas City, Kansas

Michael J. Keegan, Chair
Coalition for a Nuclear Free Great Lakes 
Monroe, Michigan

Kevin Kamps, Radioactive Waste Specialist
Beyond Nuclear 
Takoma Park, Maryland



CC’:
Senator Dianne Feinstein, California, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, Senate Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee 
Senator Alex Padilla, California
Congressman Brad Sherman, California
Congresswoman Julia Brownley, California 
Shalanda Baker, Senior Advisor, Office of the Secretary, Department of Energy
Cecilia Martinez, Senior Director for Environmental Justice at the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
Jennifer Rivers, Intergovernmental and External Affairs Specialist at Department of Energy
Kimberly Gibson, Department of Energy

Alice Slater, UN Representative
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation
Santa Barbara, California

Alice Hirt
Don’t Waste Michigan
Monroe, Michigan

Bobby Vaughn, Investigative Journalist
A Call to Actions

Jessie Pauline Collins, Co-Chair
Citizens’ Resistance at Fermi Two (CRAFT)
Redford, Michigan

Dan Hirsch, President
Committee to Bridge the Gap
Santa Cruz, California

Leigh Ford, Executive Director
Snake River Alliance
Boise, Idaho

Vina Colley, President
Portsmouth/Piketon Resident for Environmental Safety 
and Security (PRESS)
Piketon, Ohio

Tom Clements, Director
Savannah River Site Watch
Columbia, South Carolina

Dave McCoy
Citizen Action New Mexico 
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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